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General Fund: for what does it pay?
The General Fund pays for many services and
programs for citizens county-wide (including those
who live in municipalities/townships). It is made
up of a variety of funding sources, including  
property taxes.
Here’s a snapshot of where the General
Fund monies go*:

Funding sources for the General Fund include user fees and grants, for example.

Reserves and Transfers

19%
- Reserves for natural disasters  

and emergencies.
- Landfill, employee health 
fund, debt service

Boone County Sheriff’s Office
- Jail administration and

patrol operations.
- Emergency management. 41%

4%

Other Constitutional Offices
- Clerk of the Court.
- County Clerk & Recorder
- Supervisor of Assessments

Courts and Criminal Justice

14%
- Court administration technology.
- Public access resources.
- Public defender facility lease.
- Drug and teen courts.
- Probation monitoring.

1%
Boards/Commissions
- County Board
- Volunteer Boards/Commissions
- LEPC, Regional Office of Education

General Boone 
County 
Departments
- Public services (examples: grants, 

County Farm, professional services, 
R1PC, legal).

- Public works (examples:engineering  
services, water resources planning).

- Community Development (examples: 
planning and zoning reviews, code
enforcement).

- Community Partners (examples: 
Growth Dimensions, CASA, Boone 
County Soil & Water District, Veterans 
Assistance Commission).

- County administration (examples:  
citizen liaison,human resources,hiring,  
training, employee health clinic, public  
information).

- Fleet management (examples: fuel  
and maintenance for county vehicles that  
respond daily to citizen concerns).

- Administrative services (examples:  
facilities maintenance, procurement,  
computer and electronic equipment  
maintenance and troubleshooting).

- Capital improvements for fiscal
years (5 year projections)

14%

Emergency 911 Dispatch**

7%- Countywide fire and police dispatch.
- Emergency call-taking

** Services split between City of Belvidere and Boone County.

For more information, please contact Boone County Administration at 815-547-4770. 3



Property taxes: where do they go?

Below is a representation of how each property tax dollar is divided  
for property owners in the incorporated areas of Boone County*.
(This is a generalization and does not represent the totality of specific townships in Boone County.)

General Fund
This funds the programs and services provided by
Boone County departments, including: emergency
services, public safety communications (911),
facilities management, boards/commissions
assistance, growth services (code enforcement,
planning, zoning), administration, procurement,
community services, fleet management and more.

The general fund also includes the funding for four Boone
County constitutional offices (Clerk of the Court,
Supervisor of Assessments, County Treasurer and
Sheriff), as well as for jail operation and emergency
management services managed by the Boone County
Sheriff ’s Office. State’s Attorney, Public Defender,
County Engineer, and Supervisor of Assessments are
subsidized by the State.

Rock Valley College 
The new RVC ATC located in Belvidere will 
become a workforce and economic 
development engine for the region!

School Board
$0.59

City of Belvidere
$0.14 Townships, 

Roads, 
Park 

District 
$0.05

Rock Valley 
College
$0.06

Boone 
County 
General Fund 
$0.11

Fire 
Protection 
Districts

$0.02

Conservation 
District
$0.03

All other property tax funds are overseen  
by separate entities, as follows:
School Boards - School Board funds, facilities construction, and education
Rock Valley College – Advanced Technology Center and other college operations
Townships- Assessments, maintenance of roads and bridges under their purview, general assistance for the indigent
Conservation District, Park District, Fire Protection Districts, etc. – recreation and fire protection

* Based on FY 2019-20.

While this is not a comprehensive overview 
of the entire County, most property 
taxes collected are earmarked for 

school-related services. 
Other property tax collected in 

unincorporated Boone County are 
earmarked for other emergency 
services such as fire district protection, 
etc.

For more information, please contact Boone County Administration at 815-547-4770. 4



The Other Property Tax Dollars:
where do they go?

A portion of your property tax dollars, 75%,
funds the Fire/Conservation Districts, School
Districts, Park District, Townships, and Rock
Valley College. Read on to find out where the
rest of your property tax dollars go and for
examples of the types of services for which
they are used:

Townships
Funds overseen by townships within 
Boone County.

- Indigent assistance programs
- Maintenance of roads & bridges 
under their purview

5%

Park District
Funds overseen by the Belvidere Park District
- Growth and preservation of open 

space
- Recreation opportunities (pools, 

soccer fields, volleyball, 
walking/bike paths, basketball 
courts, baseball diamonds, etc.)

- Playground equipment
- Park maintenance
- General administration

3%

Local School Districts
Funds overseen by various within
school boards within the County.
- General operating expenses
(examples: salaries, utilities, materials 
and supplies).
- Capital expenditures (examples:buses  

and building improvements).

59%

Rock Valley College
Funds overseen by the Rock Valley College Board 
of  Trustees.
- Advanced Technology Center
- Provide community engagement 

opportunities

6%
Boone County Conservation
District

Funds overseen by the Boone County
Conservation District Board.
- Preservation and 

management of natural areas
- Provide ecological, educational and 

recreational opportunities
- Autumn Pioneer Festival 2%

All County Funds are subject to Property
Extension Limitation Law (PTELL). Total operating tax
yield for non-home rule entities subject to the PTELL
is capped to the lesser of 5% or CPI growth, plus new
construction. Revenue predictability is moderate, with
varying dependence on property, sales, and state-
distributed income taxes. Expenditures, which are
primarily for criminal justice and human services, are
moderately predictable. Counties have limited ability
to reduce expenditures given strong public sector
unions and pension benefits that enjoy strong
constitutional protections. Fixed costs are mainly
driven by debt service and employer pension
contributions.

For more information, please contact Boone County Administration at 815-547-4770. 5



How the department is funded:

Boone County 17th Judicial Circuit Court Clerk
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-0608
Email the Circuit Clerk
Visit our webpage here!

Clerk of the 17TH Judicial Circuit Court

What it pays for:

The primary duty of the circuit clerk is to assist the Circuit Court judge in the execution of 
their judicial duties by preparing and maintaining court records, collecting fees and fines, 
and processing paperwork. The circuit clerk issues all processes such as citations, notices 
and summons for service to the sheriff and subpoenas all witnesses in trials of matters. The 
clerk must be present at all court sessions and keep complete records of the proceedings 
and determinations of that court. *The circuit clerk is not an official of local government but a state constitutional officer

Automation 
Fund

Procures IT 
equipment and 

supports and 
wages and office 

supplies

6

General 
Fund

(supports clerk 
and union 

wages, office 
supplies, and 

postage

$1,126,846

FY 2021

Document 
Storage Fund

Procures IT 
equipment and 
funds on-going 
maintenance, 

including contracts

Child Support 
& E-Citation 

Funds
Funds salaries and 
software, including 

maintenance 

.*The circuit clerk is not an official of local government but a state constitutional officer.
**In Boone County, the Circuit Clerk also acts as Jury Commissioner and is responsible for all duties of that position.

https://boonecircuitclerk.us/page/49/email
https://boonecircuitclerk.us/


How the department is funded:

Boone County Administration 
1212 Logan Ave., Suite 102, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-547-4770
Email the Administration Office
Visit our webpage here!

Administration Office

What it pays for:

The Administration Office is responsible for providing administrative support and implement 
policies and directives as determined by the county board. This Office is also responsible for  
the following: drafting County Ordinances, preparing & implementing the budget, financial 
reporting/forecasting, FOIA administration, human resources/Risk management, 
communications, innovation/process improvement initiatives, and overall County Board 
support.

7

$247,460

FY 2021

General Fund

Supports salaries, 
office supplies, 

professional 
development, and 

technology

mailto:info@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/administration/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Animal Services Department
4556 Squaw Prairie Rd., Belvidere, IL 61008
815-547-7774
Email the Animal Services Department
Visit our webpage here!

Animal Services Department

What it pays for:

Boone County Animal Services protects public safety and ensures the humane care of 
animals through sheltering, pet placement, education and animal law enforcement. They 
provided services such as the low-cost spay/neuter program for low-income residents, 
rabies vaccinations for dogs and cats prior to adoption.

Animal 
Services 

Fund
Wages, operating 

expenses, 
equipment and IT
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AS Pet 
Population 

Fund
Funds spay/neuter 
procedures/progr

ams

$240,257

FY 2021

AS Building & 
Maint. Fund
Funds on-going 

building 
maintenance, 

repairs, inspections, 
etc.

AS Donation 
Fund

Funds vet care for 
animals under BCAS 

care, medical 
supplied, etc.

mailto:animalservices@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/animal_services/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Assessment Office
1208 Logan Ave., Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-2958
Email the Assessments Office
Visit our webpage here!

Assessments Office

What it pays for:

The function of the County Assessment Office is to provide assessment support to the 
township assessors; review assessments as made by the township assessors; calculate 
equalization factors; publish and mail notices of assessment changes; administer 
exemptions; prepare abstract of assessments for the Department of Revenue; provide 
clerical and informational assistance to the Board of Review and maintain real estate sales 
data.

9

State 
Reimbursement*

Funds partial salary 
for Supervisor of 

Assessments

$243,037

FY 2021

General 
Fund

supports salaries, 
office supplies, 
and postage

*The State of Illinois reimburses 50% of the Supervisor of Assessments salary. 

mailto:assessor@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/assessment_office/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Building & Zoning Department
1212 Logan Ave., Suite 101 Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-6176
Email the Building & Zoning Department
Visit our webpage here!

Building & Zoning Department

What it pays for:

As the Building Department for unincorporated Boone County, we are committed to the 
quality of construction within our jurisdiction. The department is supported by fees 
generated from the issuance of building permits.  They have the responsibility of enforcing 
the locally adopted ordinances and state laws regulating construction and zoning in 
un-incorporated Boone County. The department also enforces the Zoning Code 

1
0

$147,335

FY 2021

General Fund

Funds general 
operating expenses, 

salaries, etc.

Permits, Licenses, 
Etc.

Funds general 
operating expenses, 
including software 
and technology

mailto:building@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/building___zoning/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Clerk & Recorder
1212 Logan Ave., Suite 103, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-3103
Email the County Clerk & Recorder
Visit our webpage here!

County Clerk & Recorder

What it pays for:

• Clerk of the County Board and Keeper of the County Records
• Chief Election Officer for Boone County
• Keeper of Vital Records (Birth, Marriage, & Death Records - vital records start in 1877)
• Computation of Property Taxes and Redemption of Delinquent Taxes
• Record and Maintain all Land Transactions for Boone County - (land records start in 1838)

1
1

Vital Records 
Automation Fund

Funds administration, 
implementation, and 
maintenance of vital 

record systems

$313,727

FY 2021

General 
Fund

supports Clerk 
and union 

wages, office 
supplies, and 

postage

State/Federal 
Grants

Funds various 
operations such as 

election judges, tech, 
etc.

Recorder’s 
Automation Fund

Funds administration, 
implementation, and 

maintenance of 
recorder’s systems

mailto:countyclerk@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/clerk___recorder/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Coroner’s Office
615 N Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-547-7685
Email the County Coroner
Visit our webpage here!

County Coroner’s Office

What it pays for:

The Boone County Coroner's Office exists to provide the people of Boone County with a thorough 
investigation in the event of a death pursuant to the Illinois State Statute. The Coroner's Office is a 
law enforcement agency, which, as part of a system of checks and balances, investigates deaths 
that occur in the county elected. The investigation may include, but is not limited to, autopsy, 
toxicology tests, metabolic studies, X-rays, entomological studies, and personal, as well as 
psychiatric history. These procedures are done to determine the manner and  cause of death.

1
2

Coroner’s Fees 
Fund

Funds equipment 
purchases

$185,810

FY 2021

General 
Fund

Supports salaries 
and general 

operating 
expenses

Coroner’s Fees 
Fund

Funds maintenance 
of equipment

mailto:coroner@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/coroner/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County GIS Department
1208 Logan Ave., Belvidere, IL 61008
815-547-1509
Email the GIS Department
Visit our webpage here!

Geographic Information Systems Dept.

What it pays for:

GIS is responsible for maintaining a county wide geographic dataset that is used in everything 
from property assessment to emergency response. Our most important duty is making sure 
that we have an accurate, up to date map of every property in Boone County for tax and 
assessment purposes. As of 2009, the Belvidere-Boone County GIS department does all 
cadastral (property lines) mapping in house which allows us to incorporate new deeds into 
our maps in weeks instead of months. 

1
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GIS Fees

Supports general 
operating expenses 

and salary

$123,516

FY 2021

Belvidere 
Reimbursement

Funds portion of GIS 
Software and Server 

Cost

mailto:gis@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/geographic_information_systems___maps/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Highway Department
9759 IL Route 76, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-2066
Email the Highway Department
Visit our webpage here!

Highway Department

What it pays for:

The duties of the highway department are to inspect and maintain the highways and bridges, 
issue access permits, issue overweight/oversized permits, and issue utility permits on 
highways under the County’s jurisdiction. The department also develops a budget, designs 
road projects, reviews subdivision plans, reviews building and zoning issues when requested 
and assists townships when asked.

1
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Motor Fuel Tax

Funds highway and 
bridge maintenance, 

and the County 
Engineer’s salary

$6,640,170

FY 2021

Highway Fund

Funds road salt, 
consultant costs, 

wages, and general 
operations

Bridge Fund

Funds the 
construction and 
maintenance  of 
bridges as well as 

ROW

Matching Fund

Funds the 
construction of roads, 

bridges, 
maintenance, and 

ROW

mailto:highway@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/highway_department/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Planning Department
1202 Logan Ave., Suite 102, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-547-4770
Email the Planning Department
Visit our webpage here!

Planning Department

What it pays for:

The mission of the Boone County Planning Department is to coordinate a vision of growth for 
the Boone County that incorporates the need of the community for balanced, controlled and 
smart growth.  We communicate that vision to the citizens while guiding the development 
community towards the goals of that vision. The Planning Department also manages the 
Zoning Board of Appeals budget.

1
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General Fund

Supports salaries, 
office supplies, 

conferences/ads, 
and technology

$94,787

FY 2021

mailto:imandujano@boonecountyil.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/planning_department/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Probation Department
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-9806
booneprobation@17thcircuit.illiniscourts.gov
Visit our webpage here!

Probation Department

What it pays for:

The mission of the Boone County Probation Department is to provide the Court with a system 
of quality programs which are responsive to constitutional and statutory requirements that 
reflect judicial priorities and community needs which focus on the restoration of the offender to 
productive citizenship without compromising the safety of the community. The Probation and 
Probation Officer Act, 730 ILCS 110/5, provides the legal authority and statutory requirements 
for the department.

State  
Reimbursement
Funds officer salaries

State 
Grant

Funds adult 
drug court 
operations

1
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General 
Fund

Supports general 
operating 

expenses and 
salaries

$624,961*

FY 2021

Probation 
Services 

Fund
Funds client 

services

*The County is reimbursed by the State of Illinois for Officer’s salaries as allocated by the Administrative Office of Illinois Courts 
(AOIC).  The total budget amount includes the Probation Services fund budget.

mailto:Airport@MarionCountyFL.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/probation/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Public Defender
130 South State Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-5400
publicdefend@17thCircuit.IllinoisCourts.gov
Visit our webpage here!

Office of the Public Defender

What it pays for:

The Public Defender represents indigent adults on felony, misdemeanor and traffic cases, 
juveniles in delinquency cases, parents or minors in abuse/neglect/dependency cases and all 
unrepresented persons in custody for bond court and extradition, and staffs Youth Recovery and 
Drug Court. Our staff provides highly competent representation, possessing the greatest 
concentration of criminal defense experience in the area and a firm belief that everyone is 
entitled to a fair hearing regardless of ability to pay. Our office was created and funded as an 
independent entity based on Constitutional and Statutory mandates and principles of equity. 

State  
Reimbursement*

Mainly applicable to 
the Public Defender’s 

Salary

1
7

General 
Fund

(supports 
attorney and 
operational 
expenses)

$461,343

FY 2021

Public Defendant 
Reimbursement
Court may order 

defendants to 
reimburse County for 

services rendered

Automation Fee
Related to traffic 

cases; $2 received 
per traffic case

*The State of Illinois funds 66 2/3% ($107,269) of the Public Defender’s total annual compensation and must be at least 90% of  
the State’s Attorney salary.

mailto:Airport@MarionCountyFL.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/public_defender/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Public Health Department
1204 Logan Ave., Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-2951
Email the Public Health Department
Visit our webpage here!

Public Health Department

What it pays for:

The mission of the Boone County Health Department is to serve our community by 
preventing the spread of disease, promoting optimal wellness & protecting the public's 
health. Local health protection programs including potable water, private sewer, 
communicable disease, and food protection programs are administered by the public health 
department as required for local public health department certification standards in Illinois as 
well as emergency preparedness and public safety activities.

1
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Grants

Supports salaries, 
clinical/office 

supplies, 
outreach/ads, 

training and tech

$2,389,626*

FY 2021

Local Taxes

Funds portion of 
admin staff costs and 

local health 
protection programs

Clinic Fees

Funds clinic 
supplies and 

administrative 
costs

Permits, Licenses, 
Etc.

Supplement 
environmental health 

programs that are 
state and county 
code mandated

*The total budget includes $551,202 from the Federal Opioid Grant, an amount that is to be spread over three (3) + years.

mailto:info@boonehealth.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/health_department/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County Sheriff’s Office
615 North Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-9322
Email the Sheriff's Office
Visit our webpage here!

Sheriff’s Office

What it pays for:

The most fundamental function of this department is to protect the lives and property of the 
citizens of Boone County. The Sheriff is charged with the constitutional and statutory 
responsibilities of enforcing federal and state laws, as well as local county ordinances within 
the unincorporated areas of the county. Although the sheriff may enforce laws within the 
entire county, by professional courtesy and policy, he does not do so within individual 
municipalities, villages, or towns which have their own respective law enforcement agency, 
unless he is requested by federal or state authorities, or the authorities of any such 
community. The position of Sheriff is an elected office, with a four year term.

1
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Sheriff’s Funds

Includes DUI 
equipment, federal 

seized drug, and 
forfeited state funds 

$9,412,232

FY 2021

General Fund

Funds 
salaries/wages, 

vehicle 
maintenance, and 
general operations

Vehicle 
Replacement 

Fund

Funds new vehicle 
purchases

Court Security 
Fund

Funds court security 
operations

mailto:admin@boonecountysheriff.com
https://cms8.revize.com/revize/booneil/government/departments/sheriff_s_office/index.php


How the department is funded:

Boone County State’s Attorney
601 North Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
815-544-0608
stateatty@boonecountyil.org
Visit our webpage here!

Office of the State’s Attorney

What it pays for:

Prosecute all felony, misdemeanor and traffic violations of  Illinois criminal and traffic statutes

Commence and defend Boone County in all civil lawsuit and violations of the Boone County Code 
and Ordinances

Serves as legal counsel to the County Board, Elected Officials and Department Heads

Serves to protect children from abuse and neglect

*Boone County pays $21,800.00 towards the State’s Attorney’s salary and the remaining salary including all annual 
increases are reimbursed by the State of Illinois

State  
Reimbursement*

Mainly applicable to 
the State’s Attorney 

Salary

Grants
State/Federal 
grants support 

the general 
mission of the 

office

2
0

General 
Fund

Supports assistant 
state’s attorney 

salaries & 
operating 
expenses

$928,106

FY 2021

mailto:Airport@MarionCountyFL.org
https://www.boonecountyil.org/government/departments/state_s_attorney/index.php
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